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Most introductory Statistics textbooks provide many examples of small, often contrived, data sets which students can
use as they learn the basics of summarizing data and data analysis, including inference. However, it is difficult to convey
the messier aspects of real data through textbook examples. To illustrate some of these messier aspects, I assign two
projects in my introductory Statistics courses. In the first project, which I call “Experiment Day”, the students design
their own experiment and collect their own data, using their classmates as subjects. In the second project the students
read a detailed statistical study, and they analyze the design and conclusions of the study. In my paper (presentation)
I will emphasize how these projects are implemented in my classes, and the topics in the course that are emphasized
through these activities. (Received August 30, 2004)



