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At my last talk at a POMSIGMAA contributed paper session two years ago, I tried to define a version of the question,

”What is Mathematics?” The version I would like to answer is, ”What is common to all those subjects we classify as

mathematics, and not common to most things we don’t classify as mathematics, by virtue of which we classify those

subjects as mathematics.” I discussed various answers which have been given, and suggested why none of these is an

adequate answer. I also indicated various criteria a good answer should have. In this talk, I will propose one (or possibly

two) answers to the question, and discuss the extent to which they meet my criteria. (Received September 16, 2004)
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