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A known inequality of Mahler states that M(p′) ≤ nM(p), where p is a polynomial of degree at most n, and M(p) is the

Mahler measure of p. We discuss the origins of this inequality, and give several proofs and generalizations. In particular, we

put it in the context of the results of de Bruijn and Springer on Mahler’s measure of composition-polynomials, and other

classical results on the location of zeros for the derivatives of polynomials and rational functions. (Received September

26, 2005)
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