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Developing problem-solving skills in the modeling sense is a central component in refocusing our modeling and problem

solving courses to emphasize process, conceptual understanding, and student growth. We established a two-course

alternative sequence that uses problem solving, real applications, and interdisciplinary projects to motivate the use

of college algebra. Our emphasis is on the use of these algebraic techniques and not necessarily on memorizing the basic

skills. We integrated real-world problems in the form of projects, applications, and activities to motivate students to

better understand the basic principles of algebra. Technology is a major part of our course work. In this talk, we will

discuss these problem solving courses, our interdisciplinary projects, our integration of technology, and our assessment

strategies that will be used in our General Education Assessment Initiative in preparing for SACS. (Received September

21, 2005)
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