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The Journal des savants, created in 1665 in Paris, addressed a general readership in the vernacular French (contrary to

Leipzig’s Acta eruditorum which was published in Latin). The presence of mathematics, categorized between 1675 and

1737 under the general heading “mathematici”, was rather limited (a bit more than 3% of all the published ’papers’).

After briefly describing the mathematics on which the journalists wrote, the style in which they chose to write, and

the readership whom they pretended to address, I will discuss the role of controversies in creating new audiences for

mathematics. In particular, the practice of public challenge problems delineated small elite circles, the members of which

operated inside narrow disciplinary boundaries, but managed through controversial public debate to greatly publicize

their activities. (Received September 25, 2006)
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