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Let I' be a finite graph. The n-point configuration space of I' is the topological space consisting of n-element subsets of
I'. The braid group of I' is the fundamental group of this configuration space. Braid groups of graphs are thus analogous
to the classical braid groups defined by Artin, but with a graph replacing the two-dimensional disk.

I will survey some joint work with Lucas Sabalka, in which we compute presentations, homology groups, and coho-
mology rings of graph braid groups. Our strongest results are for the case in which the graph is a tree. As a corollary of
our work, we are able to show that most graph braid groups are not right-angled Artin groups, which answers a question
posed by Ghrist. (Received September 26, 2006)



