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In this talk we shall provide preliminary findings from our investigation into the differences between two parallel sections
of an introductory differential equations course taught at a small, private, highly selective liberal arts college. The
instructors used the rare opportunity of having two roughly equal sections of an introductory differential equations course
taught in the semester to conduct an impromptu experiment in the effects of different pedagogical practice on various
measurable outcomes related to teaching and learning. The two sections had almost all course materials coordinated to
be identical (textbook, homework, midterm exams and final exam). The primary difference between the two classes was
that in one section student polling (also known as classroom voting) occurred and in the other it did not. The questions
of how, whether and what measurable differences are observed will be summarized and discussed. (Received September
22, 2015)



