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In this talk, I will discuss major developments in the theory of complex multiplication which occurred in the second half

of the twentieth century. These involve the L-functions of elliptic curves, as well as the study of special points on modular

curves. I will review the conjecture of Birch and Swinnerton-Dyer, and discuss several ways that the theory of complex

multiplication has been used to provide strong evidence for it. (Received June 27, 2018)
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