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Classical automorphic forms can be embedded into a certain space of automorphic functions on groups over the adeles

(a restricted direct product of local fields). “Base change” is a way of studying automorphic forms by relating the

automorphic representations on different groups. Jacquet proved a global Relative Trace Formula that has applications

to base change. In my talk, I will explain this picture and then discuss recent work of mine using techniques of Arthur

to develop the Relative Trace Formula in the local field setting. (Received September 26, 2005)
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