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Mathematics has played a role in many recent films, such as Good Will Hunting, A Beautiful Mind, and Proof. But
how exactly is mathematics being portrayed? What ramifications does this portrayal have on our ”students,” broadly
defined? In Good Will Hunting, mathematics is Will’s ticket out of his lower-class life and into a prestigious existence. In
A Beautiful Mind, mathematical talent and schizophrenia are identified, at least in part. In Proof, mathematics not only
links a daughter to her late father, but it also provides a backdrop for much of the story’s conflict. In this discussion, we
will begin by analyzing the role mathematics plays in various films. Then, we will examine possible effects these films
have on public (and thus, student) perceptions of mathematics and mathematicians. (Received September 26, 2005)



