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The objective of our study to was determine if there is a relationship between students’ basic mathematical skills and
their success in introductory level statistics classes at Longwood University. We were also interested in determining if the
use of free tutoring available at the Longwood University learning center contributed to student success.

To measure basic mathematical skills, we used a test developed by [1]. Our dataset was collected over the course
of two academic years and contains information on over 700 students including their basic skills test score, their final
grade in the class, their professor, and whether they received tutoring from the Longwood University learning center. We
found a strong association between basic math skills and success in the course, even when controlling for professor. These
results are consistent with [1]. We did not find a significant association between use of the free tutoring in the learning
center and student success. These results have influenced the way we teach our introductory statistics courses.
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