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We discuss an activity in which students cut interesting shapes out of colored paper, try to naively estimate their areas,

and then approximate the areas after running the shapes through a paper shredder. This activity gives a natural entry

point for discussion of many issues surrounding Riemann sums for from the most obvious (e.g., the formula and the

limit) to the quite subtle (e.g., differing partition sizes). Details and variants of the activity will be included. (Received

September 07, 2012)
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