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Operations Research consulting for the U.S. government: A telecommunications success story.

In this presentation, we present how the optimization team at the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has been

using mathematical optimization to:

1. Assist in the design and running of the highly-successful Incentive Auction that resulted in revenues of close to $20

Billion.

2. Schedule the reassignment of over 1000 broadcast TV stations to new channels for over-the-air broadcasting in the

United States and Canada in order to free up spectrum for mobile use and 5G and

3. Describe our continued work for the FCC for both auctions and spectrum availability mapping.

We will present ”lessons learned” and suggest how optimization can be used within government settings to assist in policy

decisions. (Received September 11, 2020)
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