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The Hexachord Theorem is perhaps the foremost example of a non-trivial mathematical result whose origins lie purely in

the theory of musical composition. It says, roughly, that if the twelve notes of a ”chromatic scale” (Think of any twelve

consecutive notes on a piano keyboard) are partitioned into two sets of six notes each, the interval relations among the

six notes are the same for both sets. In this talk, we will explore the history of the theorem, outline the methods of proof,

discuss its relevance to music,and examine some generalizations. (Received September 16, 2020)



